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Project. The Milfon R. Abrahams Legal
Clinic provides legal representation in
civil cases to low income residents of
Douglas County under the direction of
Clinic  Chair Katherine Mahern.
According to Neesen, the Legal
Clinic’s aim is to “promote access to
legal services for the poor in the Jesuit
fradition of assisting the needy.” Both
Mahern and Neesen recognized that
South Omaha residents, and the
Hispanic community in particular, were
not accessing legal services because
of language and cultural barriers.
Neesen says Hispanic persons may not
seek assistance out of pride or shame
for their need. The Legal Clinic’s South
Omaha Project is an effort to bring
Clinic services to the community.

Neesen has worked on the
Clinic’s South Omaha Project since it
began in 2001. She divides her time
between the Latino Resource Center
and the Juan Diego Center. These two
agencies preschedule Neesen's
clients from the members of the
Hispanic community they are already
serving. In the course of assisting
members of the community that have
come 1o one of the two agencies
because of domestic violence or to
access the food pantry, the agency
will discover that they have a legal
issue or that they may be entitled fo a
legal remedy. They are then referred
fo Neesen,

Most of the cases Neesen
handles involve divorce, custody,
collection proceedings, landlord and
fenant issues, or predatory lending
issues. Neesen believes strongly in the
importance and the benefits of
providing legal services to those in
need. Neesen’'s efforts free people
from abusive relationships so they can
establish a sofe living environment and
establish child support or rights of
visitation. While Neesen acknowledges
that no one can fix the embarrassment
of a family sleeping in their car or cure
the heartache of caring for a sick
newborn, she says these legadl
remedies do allow her clients, the
working poor, to lead safer, more
productive lives and empower them
fo engage in the community through
economic parficipation. Neesen
benefits from her work as well. °I see
the poorest of the poor and that helps
me To feel blessed.” she says.

Describing a typical case,
Neesen recalls a married Hispanic
mother whose  husband  had

abandoned the family. The mother
was raising and caring for their
children in the family home in South
Omaha. The home, which was in her
and her husband’s name, eventually
developed a leaky roof. The woman
attempted to access her home equity
to make repairs, but was unable to do
sO because the husband was
unavailable to sign the necessary
documents, As the condition of the
roof worsened, the house began fo
deteriorate as a whole and the City
Inspector reported the condition to
Child Protective Services. Faced with
the possibility of losing her children, the
woman sought help from the Legal
Clinic. “She just needed a simple
divorce,” Neesen recalls. “This aliowed
her to access the equity in her home,
make repairs, and provide for her
children. The impact reaches beyond
the close of a case,” Neesen says.
“People end up on their feet.”
Attorneys who would like to get
involved with volunteering in the
Hispanic community can do so despite
the language barrier, says Neesen,
because the Chicano Awareness
Center will pair attorneys with clients

and provide interpreters. She also
encourages interested attorneys to
contact Alison Brown at Justice for Our
Neighbors.

According to Brown, Justice for
Our  Neighbors  handies  only
immigration issues for the poor.
Aftorneys who would like to get
involved with individual cases can do
so with or without supervision. Brown
indicates that Justice for Our
Neighbors provides quarterly training
in immigration law issues and is
therefore a good opportunity for
attorneys looking to develop basic
immigration law skills.
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Steve Bruckner: This is your life!

Is everyone familiar with the
turnover problem in the Omaha Bar
Association? | mean, we are running
through officers at the rafe of one per
year. Doesn’t anyone else think this
seems a little much?

Be that as it may, it falls upon me
fo infroduce you to our new OBA
President, Steve Bruckner. Don't know
him, you say? You should make it a
point to meet him.

If fact, his office door is always
open, and he answers his own phone.
Take some time o call or drop by, he's
got nothing else going on.

Steve has been a long time
editor of this very newsletter. | was
actually told by Steve 1o do this story
about Steve. However, my impartiality
is quite soundly in tact. (How was that,
Steve?)

Of course, the story about how
Bruckner got to where he is today is
quite long. Unfortunately, it isn't very
interesfing. Though | searched, there
redily is no tale of “personal friumph”
or “overcoming the odds.”

There is a funny sfory about his
days on the High School Debate team,
but I'm afraid that if | told that one, I'd
just seem like | was laughing at him,
rather than with him.

Usudlly, | end up writing these
“introduction” pieces about
somebody | don’t really know (I think
Stu Dornan is sfill a little upset with me),
but this fime, | actually get to write
about somebody | know.

Mr dear, dear friend, Mr
Bruckner works af Fraser Stryker
Meusey Olson Boyer & Bloch. A lot of
lawyers in town don’t know this, but
the law firm abbreviates it's
name,”OPPD.” If you look carefully,
you will see it on the side of their
building.

Steve started his college training
like many of us. He went fo Creighton
University for undergrad. He was a little
confused there, apparently, because
he received a B.S., but says that he
was “pre-law.” I'm guessing that he
didn’t know thaf B.S. could also stand
‘for Bachelor of Science.

Actudlly, Bruckner was part of
the teeming masses at C.U. knocking
down the doors for a degree in
“International Relations.” Nice move,

(in 1457 words)

By: Matt Lathrop

Steve. At least your fuition was less
than when | got my degree in “English”
from Bluejay U. Less debt, but the same
prospects.

After college, Bruckner went to
law school. Apparently, Creighton and
Nebraska Law Schools were full, so he
had fo go to someploce called
“Georgetown.”

I've checked the map, and
there isn't even a “Georgetown” in
Nebraska. (However, - there is a
“Genoa” and a "Gibbon,” and also a
“Tarrytown,” which | didn’t know.)

| didn’t want fo embarrass him
by asking, but | assume the school
must have closed down since he eft.

After law school, Bruckner
worked for a law firm near
“Georgetown,” for a couple years, but
then decided to move back to the Big
City, and work in Omaha. His first job
back was working as a Law Clerk to
Judge Richard Robinson, in the US,
District Court, Unfortunately, there is
absolutely NOTHING funny abouf such
a job, so | will just mention it and move
on.

Steve was able to paray this
prestigious clerkship gig info a job offer
from Fraser, Stryker.

It was actually a job offer as a
wallpaper contractor, 1o re-paper the
Fraser, Stryker lobby, but the partners
were impressed with his efficiency,
precision, attention to detail, and that
he kept clocklike records of his hours
on-the-job.

So, in that respect, Bruckner’s
story does have a "Mail room to the
Board Room” quality to it, | suppose.

Steve now focuses his practice
on Environmental Law and Litigation,
Utilities Law, and Constfruction Law. |
found these areas intriguing, as they
are each readlly a unique “niche” in
Omaha, so i spent a little time with him,
talking on these subjects.

it would seem that Steve once
owned property in Sarpy County a few
years back. Just as an investment
during the fturbulent stock market
fluctuations of the late 80's and 90's,
he bought a small piece of land,
infending to one day move there.

Apparently, just as he inked the
deal to begin construction of his
home, a corporate hog confinement
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opened up next door. This, as one
would guess, piqued Steve’s inferest in
Environmental Law - and in a hurry. He
single-handedly took on the
corporation 1o shut it down. (His other
hand was pinching his nose.)

While this war raged, Steve
became embroiled in another dispute
over the same property, with
Metropolitan Utilities District over some
requirement that his new home be
connected o metro gas lines.

This was quite upsetting fo him
because, as he stated, "I was planning
on using propane for everything
except heat, which was going fo
come from the fire pit | was putting in
the living room. | wasn’t going to be a
slave o the Gas Company.”

Finally, just as his home neared
completion, Bruckner gof info a
dispute with his contractor over siding
on the new home. The original plans
called for shake siding, but the delays
in construction due to litigation of the
other two issues, and the shortage in
shake siding drove the cost for the
materials so high that the builder
threatened to walk off the job, if the
price were not renegotiated.

Coincidentally, all three lawsuits
were resolved on the same day, back
in 1995,

It resutted in a global,
confidential sefilement,” Bruckner told
me, with some pride.

After a little more prodding from
me he did elaborate that, “it did
involve me seling my tarpaper-and-
asphait shingle-sided house to the hog
farm for way less than | paid to have it
built. It wasn’t all that bad because
the shingle siding was. frequently being
set ablaze during marshmallow roasts
in my living room.”

He then added with a grin, "It
worked ouf for the best for everyone.”

For the first 15 years of practice,
he was his only client. Because of his
enormous accounts receivable, Fraser,
Stryker made him a partner. The bad
news is that he owes himself 571,000,

Bruckner now fells me he is
looking intfo expanding his practice to
include Libel and Slander litigatfion as
well. Il just avoid signing any

Continued on page 16
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registered mail for a few weeks.

Steve is a family man. Of course
| don’t know anything about them,
and he rarely brings them up in social
circles. Is that odd? Probably not. | am
always careful about talking about his
family in pubic, too, | guess.

He is married. Like a good young
Irish lad, he married very young (I think
when he was 14) and then started a
family right away.

His wife, Anne, is a professor of
pharmacy at Creighfon University. (I'm
thinking | need to get a feaching gig
at Creighton for the fuition breaks.
Problem is, they don’t need any more
journalism professors.)

Steve’s first daughter, Stephanie,
is 22 and living in New York City. She
was actually born the very morning of
Steve’s graduation from
“Georgetown.”

I can only imagine the hardship
this must have caused, trying fo get fo
a rural  community hospital in
someplace like Kearney, or Scottsbluff,
and then get back fo graduation in
time.

His other two kids are Andreq,
who is 21 and soaking up some
reduced-cost Jesuit fraining at Boston
College. and a son John, who is at
Creighton Prep. Are you catching on
to the theme, here?

As for his plans as OBA President,
he has some pretty dramatic changes
planned for this year.

*I'd like to see us move away
from OBA night at the Zoo, and do
something a little more interactive,
and help the community out at the
same fime.”

He plans a mid April unvelling of
the *1st Annual OBA Raccoon hunt.”

Ul think it will be a gasl” He
giggled, "OPPD is donating 200 miner’s
helmets, and its BYOG (Bring Yer Own
Gun). We're going fo troll around
Ponca Hills, and cull that herd up
there, aliflle bit.”

“The Shrimp Peel is a goner, t00,”
he said. Apparently Bruckner has some
ambitious ideas to save the OBA a little
money.

It was just getting too expensive
to host the Peel. The market price on
shrimp is ridiculous, anymore. As for the
cheap stuff? Let’s not forget when
Mike Mullin bought the shrimp ‘from a
guy...at wholesale.”” There were
people in the hospital after that one.

“This year, I'm thinkin” frog legs -
deep fried and served with a iittle

lemon. It fastes just like chicken. And
no messy peeling.”

It should be a great 12 months.
Come to think of if, maybe furnover
isn’t such a bad thing. Can | have my
freat now, Steve?

ON THE MOVE

Thomas Waldman leaving
private practice to be Assistant Vice
President and Associate Counsel at
Jefferson Pilot Financial Insurance Co.
. . .new associates at Fraser Stryker are
Tamara Borer and Paul Barda. . .Allen
Daubman has joined the firm of
Pickens, Green and Gleason changing
the firm name to Pickens, Daubman,
Green and Gleason; they also moved
their office to Suite #100 Lake Regency
Building 444 Regency Parkway Drive
. . .Walentine O'Toole has opened a
satellife office at 1566 Washington
Streetf, Blair, Nebraska. . .Blackwell
Sanders adds four new associatfes;
Rebecca Gregory, Michael Mullin,
Jonathan Wendt and Cynthia Wooden

. .new associate at Baird Holm is
Jennifer Tricker. . .Ashley Faier has
joined Brumbaugh & <Quandahl
. . .Mary Vandenack has moved to
Abrahams, Kaslow and Cassman
. . .Richard Hitz opening his own office
at #126, 14536 West Center Road and
Lynn Timmerman Fees opening her
own office at 12111 Anne Street

.Clete Blakeman has also
announced the opening of his new
law firm, Blakeman Law PC, LLO
.. Jason Yungtum now at Erickson and
Sederstrom as is Julie Jorgensen,
Matthew Rusch and Nicole Lucius. . .Six
2004 low school graduates have
joined Kutak Rock as new associates:
Tonya Conley, Shane Deaver, Renae
Feilmeier, Heather Holland, Kathryn
Magli and Erin O’Gara. . .Three other
aftorneys have also opened their own
offices: Douglas White opening his law
office at #620, 1904 Farnam Street;
Joseph Aciermno opening his law office
at 1127 South 119th Streetf; Mike
Washburn's new law office is at 11815
M Street, Suite #202. . .Douglas Oldaker
now at Security National Bank Trust
Division. . .Kathleen Schmidt moved
her law office to 11725 Arbor, Suite
#140. . .Patrick Cooper has joined
Fraser Stryker. . .Todd Weidemann
joining Woods & Aitken. . .

SUPPORT YOUR ADVERTISERS!!!
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MILESTONES

Stacie Neussendorfer promoted
fo vice president af Great Western
Bank. . .H. Jane Huerter to refire
January 1 after 30 years at Mutual of
Omaha. . .new pariner at Blackwell
Sanders is Timothy Dolan. . .

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS

The Nebraska Supreme Court
has appointed Judge Evereft Inbody
as Chief Judge of the Nebraska Court
of Appedls. . .John Senneit new NSBA
president. William Dittrick is
president-elect and Nancy Svoboda
becomes chair of the NSBA House of
Delegates. . .Omaha dttorneys in the
2004 Class of Fellows are: John Ashford,
Angela Burmeister, Gary Clatterbuck,
William Dunn, Terry Grennan, Camille
Hawk, John Hewilt, Stephen Olson,
Edith Peebles, Jeffrey Pirruccello,
Karen Shuler, Mandy Sirigenz, Susan
Fieber Strohn, Jeffrey Toberer and
Patricia Zieg included in The Best
Lawyers. in America 2005-2006, the
eleventh edition. . .NSBA honors four
Omaha, afforneyss for public service
efforts; George H. Turner Award to
Hon. Thomas Shanahan; Award of
Special Merit to Dave Houghton;
Award of Appreciaftion fo Dean
Lawrence Raful; Robert M. Spire Pro
Bono Award to Ralph Peppard. . .a
newly established award, The Chief
Justice’s Award for “Outstanding
Contribution to the Courts” was
presented to Mike Havlik, Deputy
Court Administrator, Douglas County
District Court. Chief Justice John Henry
made the presentation.

Mark Your Calendar:

LUNCH WITH
FENNER

Thursday,
January 13, 2005

Cascio’s
Luncheon Steak

11:45 a.m.

»

In Honor of Veteran’s Day

The Story of Taps

(Circulated on E-Mail)

We are never too old fo learn.
Did you know this...

We in the United States have all
heard the haunting song, “Taps.” It's
the song that gives us that lump in our
throats and usually fears in our eyes.

But, do you know the story
behind the song? If not, | think you will
be interested to find out about its
humble beginnings. Reportedly, it all
began in 1862 during the Civil War,
when Union Army Captain Robert
Elicombe was with his men near
Harrison’s Landing in Virginia. The
Confederate Army was on the other
side of the narrow strip of land.

During the night, Captain
Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier
who lay severely wounded on the
field. Not knowing if it was a Union or
Confederate soldier, the Captain
decided to risk his life and bring the
stricken man back for medical
aftention.

Crawling on his stomach through
the gunfire, the Captain reached the
stricken soldier and began pulling him
toward his encampment. When the
Captain finally reached his own lines,
he discovered it was actually a
Confederate soldier, but the soldier
was dead. The Captain it a lantern
and suddenly caught his breath and
went numb with shock.

In the dim light, he saw the face
of the soldier. It was his own son. The
boy had been studying music in the
South when the war broke out, Without
telling his father, the boy enlisted in the
Confederate Army.

The following morning.
heartbroken, the father asked
permission of his superiors o give his
son a full military burial, despite his
enemy status. His request was only
parfially granted. The Captain had
asked if he could have a group of
Army band membeis play a funeral
dirge for his son at the funeral.

The request was turned down
since the soldier was a Confederate.
But, out of respect for the father, they
did say they could give him only one
musician. The Captain chose a bugler.
He asked the bugler to play a series of
musical notes he had found on ¢
piece of paper in the pocket of the
dead youth’s uniform. This wish was
granted.

The haunifing melody, we now
know as “Taps”... used at military

funerals was born. The words are.

1. Day is done ... Gone the sun ...
From the lakes ... From the hills ... From
the sky ... Allis well ... Safely rest ... God
is nigh...

2. Fading light ... Dims the sight ...
And a Star ... Gems the sky
Gleaming bright From afar
Drawing nigh ... Falls the night ...

3. Thanks and praise ... For our
days ... Neath the sun ... Neath the
stars ... Neath the sky ... Aswe go ... This

we know ... God is nigh....

I, foo, have felt the chills while
listening to “Taps” buf | have never
seen dll the words 1o the song until
now. | didn't even know there was
more than one verse. | also never
knew the sfory behind the song and |
didnt know if you had either so |
thought I'd pass it along. | now have
an even deeper respect for the song
than | did before.

REMEMBER THOSE LOST OR
HARMED WHILE SERVING THEIR
COUNTRY WHO HAVE, OR ARE
CURRENTLY, SERVING IN OUR ARMED
FORCES.

A Woman’s Touch |

Barristers Christmas Show Now Has Throw-Pillows!

Finally, this year the Barrister’s
Christmas Show will feature a liftle leg
... And by that, of course we mean
that in recent years we have seen
LOTS of leg; most notably Adam
Jacob’s monsfer hambone, and a few
vears before, Scott Lautenbaugh’s
massive pork loin.

Not this year.

This year, the Barristers, after
finally admitting that they are lost,
have pulled over and are letting the
lady drive.

Kristin Lynch is this year's
President and she expects to bring
fresh air info the group, not unlike the
wife of a gassy husband.

And also not unlike a gassy
husband, without her touch, this year's
show could redlly stink. I've seen some
of the skit scripts; | think she has saved
the show.

Of course it would be unfair not
to give credif fo all of you, who have
worked so firelessly to create material,

Out of respect (and in a
cowardly doff o our own anonymity)
we will save the direct personal
remarks for the night of the show.
Suffice it to say, however, if you are
nervously looking ahead in this arficle
for your own name in bold print, you
will probably be featured in the show.

Speaking of the show, perhaps
you'd all like a litftle information on
when and where to have your spouses
pick you up.

The show will once again be at
the Scoular Building Ballroom, (2027
Dodge Street) on Thursday, December
16. Cockfails and War Stories will
commence at 5:30. Dinner will be
served promptly when it is finished
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microwaving. The show will begin
when if is done being writfen.

By the way, l've got a
HILLARIOUS joke for any of you who run
infto any of the Ilawyers from
Hauptman, O’Brien. Walk up fo any of
them and ask, “Are you guys paying
for the cabs home?”

HA! It is an absolute KILLER. Kinda
like shoufing “Forel” out your car
window when you drive by a golf
course.

Anyway, back to the show.
Kristin Lynch will be delivering the
monologue. Some of you may
remember her as an extra in the
Sodoro, Daly & Sodoro skif, or perhaps
her unforgeftable role as the
cheerleader in Tom Inconfro’s Show
Opening.

Perhaps noft.

Kristin’s  professional  resume
includes bartending atf Tiger Tom’s,
lawyering at the County Atforney’s
office, and most recently working for
the Douglas County Commissioners
(We don’t really know what she does
there, but it gives her a lot of fime fo
write skifs.)

Actually, I'd bet none of this
personal stuff about her is helping the
ticket sales any. But think about it for a
minute; just working at those fwo
places, you know she has gotf to have
some greaf material.

If you have questions about
tickets (prices, reservations) you can
call  Kristin  444-7051; George
Thompson (again, the boy, not the
judge) 444-7054; Adams Jacobs 345-
9035; Scoft Lautenbaugh 342-6233; or
any Barrister you may know or who
owes you money!

Be there, or be mocked.



OMAHA BAR ASSOCIATION
Supplementary Schedule of Operating Expenses

Years ended June 30 2004 2003 General and Administrative
D Payroll 53,408 52,898
UNRESTRICTED FUN Payroll taxes and benefits 15,696 17,309
Meeti d Activiti Grant - 38,000
eetings and Activities
- - Telephone 10 13
Dmn.er Meetmgs. $ 17341 § 14,361 Printing and office supplies 6,643 5,014
Medical - legal dinner 5,083 1,710 Web page 3.009 1.902
pleld Day A Zioae Taxes and fees 5564 6,197
ck-off I9e3  1gsp  Contributions 1,500 2,000
Committees | 9’ 493 1 9’ 533 Plaques and awards 1,021 1,107
;“;ﬁ?li‘ter ; ’ Postage 5,745 6,422
ediation - -
T YT Insurance 3,790 3,180
Total meetings and activities 68,120 63,068 Repairs and maintenance 1256 2.129
Laws ferral Depreciation 2,275 2,308
Lawyer Referral Miscellaneous 1,067 1,956
Payroll 25,372 24,836 — :
Pavroll d benefi 14,363 2.855 Total general and administrative 100,984 140,435
ayroll taxes and benetits ? ’ Total unrestricted fund operating expenses 211,388 245,714
Telephone 17 17
Advertising 775 5,569
RESTRICTED FUND
Printing and office supplies 964 969 N
¥ ol ilaneous ferral 2 ;zi 4;2?? Courthouse Copier
ofal lawyer referra 2 — Lease payments 3,788 3,146
Maintenance charges 341 649
- Sales Tax . 225 359
Total restricted fund operating éxpenses 4.354 4.154
Total operating expenses . $215,742 249,868
OMAHA BAR ASSOCIATION
y Statement of Activities
Years ended June 30 2004 2003
Temporarily Temporarily
Unrestricted  Restricted Total Unrestricted  Restricted Total
Revenue
Membership dues $ 162,539 - 162,539 150,480 - 150,480
Lawyer referral fees 15,085 --- 15,085 14,580 --- 14,580
Meetings and activities:
Dinner Meetings 14,898 - 14,898 12,771 12,771
Medical - legal dinner 4,955 - 4,955 1,620 — 1,620
Field Day 10,820 - 10,820 11,716 -- 11,716
Kick-off 4,040 - 4,040 4,310 --- 4,310
Video equipment rental 3,145 - 3,145 3,115 -—- 3,115
Newsletter advertising 4,681 - 4,681 4,613 - 4,613
Interest income 1,819 -—- 1,819 1,511 —— 1,511
Lane Foundation grant - --- - 46,000 - 46,000
Other 785 - 785 3,455 --- 3,455
Court House copier --- 3,020 3,020 - 4,158 4,158
Total Revenue 222,767 3,020 225,787 254,171 4,158 258,329
Operating expenses 211,388 4,354 215,742 245,714 4,154 249,868
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS 11,379 ( 1,334) 10,045 8,457 4 8,461
Net assets at beginning of year 69,306 2,978 72,284 60,849 2,974 63,823
Net assets at end of year $ 80,685 1,644 82,329 69,306 2,978 72,284
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EASY TO USE. NEW RATES;
$25-1/2 DAY; $50-FULL DAY.

TO RESERVE THE ELMO FOR
YOUR  NEXT TRIAL CALL
DOUGLAS JOHNSON -- 444-7004

BILLING STATEMENTS FOR
RENTAL COST WILL BE SENT BY

Letters
To The
Editor Are
Encouraged
and
Welcomed!!

)

Please advise the Omaha Bar
Association (280-3607) of any moves,
additions, subtractions, promotions or

other interesting facts within your law
firm.

Omaha Bar

NEWSLETTER
Omaha Bar Association
2133 California Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68178

December:

6 Mon.
7 Tues.
16 Thurs.
January:

3 - Mon.
4 Tues.
13+ . Thurs.
18 Tues.,
3t Mon
February:

] Tues;
11 Fri;
14 Mon:
20 S Sun

CALENDAR

District Court Jury Session
County Court Jury Session
Barrister’s Christmas Party

District Court Jury Session

County Court Jury Session

Lunch with Fenner- Cascios - 11:45 a.m.
District Court Jury Session

District Court Jury Session (February)

County. Court Jury-Session

Wine Tasting. Party - Compliments of
The Daily Record and Gallo of Sonoma
District Court Jury Session

Family Ice Skating Parly - Tranquility

Ice Plex - 3:00 p.m:.

January 13, 2005

February 11, 2005
February 20, 2005

‘March 22,2005

May 3, 2005
June 6, 2005

July 7,2005

- CALENDAR 2005

Lunch with Fenner - Cascios

Wine Tasting Parly - Regency kake
and Tennis Club

Family Ice Skaling - Tranqguility

~ lcePlex-300-50pm.
Medical/Legal Dinner (Medical Society

Organizes) - Happy. Hollow Ciub:

Law Day - Noon Luncheon - Holiday:Inn

Field Day - Champions - Indian Creek
Family Night at the Zoo
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